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NETHERLANDS 





PLOEG TO EXAMINE BARTER TRADE AFTER IRAN VISIT 





PM061659 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 1 Mar 85 p 13 


{Jurriaan Kamp dispatch: "Ploeg in Iran: Barter Trade Forces Companies Into 
Greater Cooperation”) 


[Text] Tehran, 1 Mar -- Netherlands Agriculture Ministry Secretary of State A. Ploeg 
will undertake a short-term investigation into whether a Dutch barter trade con- 
sortium can be set up. The consortium would see to it that the goods which Dutch 
exporters receive from countries which have too little foreign currency would be 
taken by other companies. 


Ploeg said this at the end of a week's visit to Iran with an agricultural trade 
delegation. Ploeg said that he will discuss this question, which he has talked 
over in Tehran with representatives of agricultural enterprises, with Secretary 
of State for Foreign Trade Bolkestein next week. 


Because of a crippling shortage of foreign currency Iran is increasingly often 
forcing foreign exporters to accept not money but oil in exchange for their goods. 
The Netherlands Government has repeatedly stated its opposition to such barter 
trade agreements. Ploeg said: “It is not a good thing, but we will have to accept 
barter trade as, I hope, an interim solution.” 


According to the secretary of dtate, Dutch industry and commerce must join together 
to resist the competition from the countries which sign large barter trade agree- 
ments. Recently Belgium, Britain, West Germany, Sweden, and Italy reached barter 
trade agreements with Iran, and sums of $100 million are not unusual here. "Tf 
industry and commerce can reach mutual agreement, exporters do not need to have 
recourse to -- more expensive -- foreign barter trade agreements," Ploeg said. 


In a sort of "Wagner Commission II" oil companies, banks, and other branches of 
industry and commerce would discuss the matter. Up to now Netherlands companies 
have been reaching only small barter trade agreements totaling at maximum a few 
hundred thousand guilders. Added together these agreements would amount to barter 
trade totaling a minimum of $50 million, Ploeg said. He also stressed that the 
Dutch authorities will only play a “secondary role" in the establishment of the 
consortiun. 





Ploeg’s visit to Tehran has led to a situation in which the Iranian Government is 
ready to offer Netherlands industry and commerce great opportunities on Iranian 
markets. Netherlands agricultural exports were threatening to fall behind in Tran 
after visits to Tehran by government officials from China, Japan, Italy, Belgium, 
Sweden, Ireland, Denmark, West Germany, Bulgaria, the GDR, Yugoslavia, Australia, 
and New Zeland. However, "certainly no" insurmountable lag has arisen and the 
organization of the trade mission was "timely." "The talks with the Tranian 
authorities have removed the obstacles," he said. 


In Tehran Ploeg stressed that the Dutch agricultural industry can supply not only 
goods, but also technical expertise, training, and consultancy services to Iran 
with the aim of “ensuring a balanced development of trade." 


It was also decided that the Netherlands and Iran will together undertake a rural 
development project in an area the size of the Netherlands’ Noordoostpolder. The 
project will tnvolve long-term cooperation covering an integrated package of irri- 
gation, drainage, roads, and so on. 
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RAF REPORTEDLY BEHIND FURTHER BOMB ATTACKS 
Department Store Explosion 
PAO71729 Paris AFP in English 1646 CMT 7 Mar 85 


[Excerpt] Dortmund, West Germany, Mar (AFP) -- A bomb exploded in the photographic 
section of a busy department store here today, injuring seven persons, two seriously, 
police said. They said responsibility for the blast was quickly claimed by a 
“Christian Klar Action Group." Klar is one of the imprisoned leaders of the Red Army 
Faction, [RAF] the West German extreme leftist terror movement. 


The explosion took place in a store of the Hertie chain. 


The claim of responsibility came in a telephone call to the mass circulation newspaper, 
BILD ZEITUNG. “This is the Christian Klar Action Group,” the anonymous caller said. 
“We planted a bomb today at Hertie's. There will be more." 


Klar took part in a mass hunger strike by imprisoned Red Army members from carly 
December through early February in support of [word indistinct] to be put in the same 
prison and to be allowed contact with the outside world. The strike ended without 

the demands being met about the same time as the [word indistinct] February 1 of Ernst 
Zimmermann, [passage indistinct] reportedly carried out by a man and woman, was 
claimed by the Red Army Faction. 


Union, Coal Mine Offices Hit 
NCO80910 Paris AFP in English 0853 GMT 8 Mar 85 


[Text] Essen, West Germany, March 8 (AFP) — Two bombs went off simultaneously in the 
Ruhr region early today, causing damage but no casualties, the day after a bomb attack 
on a busy store in the Ruhr city of Dortmund injured eight people. One bomb went off 

at the Miners Trade Union Office in Bochum, and the other at the premises of the coal 

mining group Ruhrkohle in Essen. Neither was immediately claimed. 


Today's attacks came only hours after the explosion in the photographic section of 
the Hertie'’s Department Store in Dortmund city centre, which injured eight, two 
critically, according to a final toll. One victim had to have a leg amputated last 
night. 


The attack was claimed minutes later by a group calling itself the Christian Klar 
Action Group, after a leader of the extremist Red Army Faction in custody in Stuttgart. 
Christian Klar and another Red Army member, Brigitte Mohnaupt, are being tried for 
their alleged involvement in the killing in 1977 of the head of the West German 
Emplovers Federation, Hans-Martin Schleyer. 


— © Se ee 


LD071949 Hamburg DPA in German 1730 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Text] Bonn, 7 Mar (DPA) — Tu a cautiously positive assessment of Federal Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher's Warsaw talks, diplomatic sources in Bonn today 
stressed the express Polish wish for the broadest possible cooperation. In 
Genscher's meetings with government leader Wojciech Jaruzelski and Foreign Minister 
Stefan Olszowski, the Polish side had expressed the wish for future friendly relations. 
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Bonn'’s assessment, which largely agrees with today's positive assessment by Polish 
Government circles, and with the report by Horst Ehmke, deputy chairman of the SPD 
parliamentary party — who ended a visit to Poland on Wednesday [6 March] -- welcomes 
hove all i fact that it had been possible to overcome previous ill-feelings. It 
also became clear in the frank talks that improvements in the Immediate future would 
remain dit*icult and great care would be required, the diplomatic sources said. The 
same reservations also apply to Moscow, where Foreign Minister Andrey Gromyko had spoken 
of a “shadow” over relations with Bonn. fhe diplomatic sources strongly emphasized, 
however, that the critical reports in the Soviet press on Genscher's talks [as 
received] had in part, been inaccurate. CGromyko also had not spoken of Bonn assisting 
in any violation of the missile defense treaty by the United States. CGromyko had also 
stressed the Soviet interest in intensive relations with Bonn. 


it was stressed in Bonn that Genscher's official visit to Poland is still on the agenda. 
there had been no discussion of a visit by Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl. The protocol 
obstacles which had caused the postponement of Genscher's visit planned for last 
November, had, however, been discussed in general. Without directly mentioning 

laying a wreath on the grave of murdered priest Jerzy Popieluszko, Genscher had said 
that paying respects always referred to the entire Polish people. In connection with 
laying a wreath at the graves of German soldicrs, Censcher had mentioned that he himself 
had had to wear a wiitorm. The third point of dispute at the time -- the refusal to 
grant «a visa to a German journalist — was not mentioned, according to this report. 

On the other hand, Genscher had also defended the German expellees against sweeping 
judgments, and pointed out to the Poles that strong criticism of the United States 

did not contribute to an improvement in the climate leading up to the Geneva negotiations. 


Genscher had succeeded in creating understanding for a cohesive German Ostpolitik, which 
beth the expellees and the majority of Germans backed. Both sides had paid tribute 

to the speeches in the Bundestag by the federal chancellor and by CDU Deputy Volker 
Ruehe, regarding them as paving the way for a clarification of German-Polish relations. 
Polish Primate Cardinal Jozef Glemp had assured Genscher that church services are being 
held in German in four towns in Poland. Genscher and Glemp supported an carly imple- 
mentation of the Western church project for a structural improvement of Polish 
agriculture, 


10091442 Hamburg DPA in German 1342 CMT 7 Mar 85 


[Exeerpts! Bonn, 7 Mar (DPA) -- Ja*far Numayri, Sudanese president, will not accept 

the Libvan offer of cconomic atd, but will continue to pursue the goal of economic 
integration with Egypt. Numayri stated this to Volkmar Kochler, parliamentary secretary 
of state in the Bonn Development Ministry, during the latter's recent visit to 

Khartoum. As Koehler said, talking to DPA in Bonn on Thursday after his return, 

Numayri deseribed the Libyan revolutionary leader, Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, as a politician 
with whom one, admittedly, has totalk, but who is an “enemy” and a “dangerous man." 


\ccording to the parliamentary secretary of state, Bonn will continue to give the Sudan 
economic aid, but will, tn the future, concentrate this assistance on agricultural 
projects and resettling the country population which has migrated, 


WORRNER VISTTS EGYPT, HOLDS TALKS WITH MUBARAK 


Yor Catro and DPA reportage on the visit to Egypt by Defense Minister Woerner, including 
his meetings with Egyptian President Husni Mubarak and Egyptian Defense Minister 

Muhammad Abu Ghazalah, see the Egypt section of the 7 March Middle East & Africa DAILY 
REPORT and subsequent issues, 
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AU081114 Paris AFP in English 1028 GMT 8 Mar 85 


(Text] Paris, March 8 (AFP) -- President Husni Mubarak arrived here today for a 
24-hour visit on his way to Washington. Mr. Mubarak was met at the airport by External 
Relations Minister Roland Dumas, with whom he had a brief meeting at the airport 

before being driven into Paris for his talks with President Francois Mitterrand. 

In Wasnington, the president will meet President Ronald Reagan and senior administration 
officials for talks on economic aid and on his latest proposals on the Middle East, 
where he seeks greater U.S. involvement. He leaves Washington on March 13, stopping 

in London for talks with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. 


FLNKS ORDERS DAY OF MOBILIZATION IN NEW CALEDONIA 





HKO71246 Hong Kong AFP in English 1221 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Excerpt] Noumea, March 7 (AFP) — The Kanak Socialist National [Liberation] Front 
(FLNKS) has ordered a “day of Kanak mobilisation” for tomorrow to back 93 detained 
FLNKS militants and protest at a security crackdown launched this week in a number 
of Kanak tribal areas. An FLNKS committee in the New Caledonian capital today said 
it would hold a mass meeting here tomorrow morning in support of the Kanaks being 
held at Camp-East jail outside Noumea, who began their seventh day of a hunger strike 
to press for political prisoner status. The announcement came at the end of a day 
which saw a first, albeit terse, meeting between the rightwing anti-independence terri- 
torial president, Dick Ukeiwe, and Hich Commissioner Fdgard Pisani. Mr. Ukeiwe, 

a Kanak (Melanesian) who heads the neo-Gaullist Rally for Caledonia in the Republic 
CRPCR), has always declined to meet Mr. Pisani, whom he charges of openly siding 
with the FLNKS. The FLNKS campaign, launched last November in pursuit of ending 

the ties with France, triggered violence between Kanaks and European settlers that 
has led to the death of about 20 people. 





Today's meeting was officially aimed at formalising arrangements for the creation 
of a special fund to help unemployed people in the troubled Pacific territory. 
Neither leader said there had been any direct reference to the current political 
crisis. 


Peaceful Demonstration Held 
HKO80308 Hong Kong AFP in English 0218 GMT 8 Mar 85 


[Text] Noumea, March 8 (AFP) — A thousand-odd Melanesians demonstrated here peace- 
fully today in support of 84 detained Kanak Socialist National Liberation Front 
(FLNKS) militants and to protest against a security crackdown launched this week in 
several Kanak tribal areas. The only incident marking the “day of Kanak mobilization,” 
called by the FLNKS was the expulsion of correspondent Pierre Branche of the right- 
wing French daily, LE FIGARO. 


The Melanesian crowd assembled at the coconut palm-tree plaza, sat through several 
speeches condemning “police repression” in this troubled French territory in the 
South Pacific and the prison conditions of the 84 FLNKS detainees, who are on 

hunger strike to obtain political prisoner status. The meeting was calm — to the 
point that non-Melanesians went about their business on the other side of the plaza, 
hardly noticing the demonstration -- until a leader of the radical FLNKS group, 
Palika, pointed out the journalist to the crowd and asked whether they wanted him 
to stay. The journlist was ushered away from the meeting following an overwhelming 
"no" and confiscation of his notes, despite the protest of other reporters con- 
vering the demonstration. 
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A small police contingent in the plaza did not intervene. An FLMKS leader told 

the crowd that the expulsion did not concern the reporter personally, but LE FICAwoO, 
which he accused of “deforming Kanak reality and stands” and of banning FULNKS spokesmen 
from its premises. 


The demonstrators were expected to march to the Camp-Est jail outside Noumea, where 
the FLNKS militants are held. An FLNKS committee was scheduled to deliver a list 

of protests to French High Commissioner Edgard Pisani. Meanwhile, police reported 
that two power towers supporting high tension Lines had been destroyed overnight 

in Saint-lLouls, causing a blackout in the Noumea suburb. And in Noumea, police said, 
the hose connections of some 15 municipal garbage trucks were slashed. No one has 
claimed responsibliity for the sabotage actions, police said. 


GENDARME KILLED REMOVING ROADBLOCK IN NOUMEA 
HKO80606 Hong Kong AFP in English 0557 GMT 8 Mar 85 


[text] Noumea, New Caledonia, March 8 (AFP) -- A French gendarme was killed by 
machete blow in the back Friday afternoon on this French South Pacific island. the 
victim was a non-commissioned officer with a group of gendarmes attempting to remove 

a roadblock by pro-independence Melanesians at Pouebo, a small town at the northeastern 
end of New Caledoaia, a reliable source said here. He died 20 minutes after beine 
wounded. 


fefore that news broke here, from 2,500 to 3,000 Melanesians staged 4 peaceful march 
on a prison here, chanting slogans including “gendarmes murderers,” “down with colonial 
repression by the gendarmes,”" and “we are 60,000 Machoros” (a reference to Floi 
Machoro, a leader of the Kanak (Melanesian) Socialist National Liberation Front 
(FLNKS) shor to death by gendarmes. The march was in support of 84 Kanak prisoner: on 
a hunger strike to demand political-prisoner status. When the marchers were faces by 
1 company of French riot police outside Fast-Camp prison, they halted and heard 
several speakers. The speakers included Chief Jacob Nepamoindou of the tribal 

village of St. Philippo near Thio. He was injured by three concussion grenades on 
Feb. 17 when gendarmes attacked Kanaks who were stoning whites who were driving 

to a political pienic in Thio that had been banned by the French high commissioner. 





the turnout of marchers was much bigager than expected by authorities. The march 
started after a peaceful five-hour pro-independence meeting in Coconut Square, in 

the heart of this mainly-white capital. Europeans continued to occupy one side of 

the syuare during the meeting. They refrained from looking at the Melanesians packing 
the other side of the square, One Melanesian speaker in the square was app!lauded 
heartily when he criticized the schoo] boycott called by the Liberation front and 
criticized the burning of several schools. This speaker, a teacher, said: “We should 
not destroy...we should reflect and prepare solutions of replacement (for French rule). 
Our children have become hostages. ‘heir boycott does not bother the Europeans, who 
are very content that Kanak children are not being taught.” 


PM071053 Paris LE MONDE in French 6 Mar 35 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Hoplites, “pseudonum of a general officer on the active list™: “lrance 
and ‘Star Wars'"] 


[text] Over the past 3 months the French have at least begun to discover the impli- 
cations of the Strategic Defense [nitiative (SDI) introduced by President Reagan 
on 23 March 1983 and known popularly as “star wars." 
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As usual, the Kremlin immediately resorted to the delaying tactics that served it s« 

well in connection with the enhanced radiation weapon -- the “neutron bomb" that provided 
the best means of consigning the Warsaw Pact's armored corps to the scrap heap befor: 

it could move off. Now the aim is a similar one: to preserve the stock of Soviet 
ballistic missiles, whose very existence terrifies the public, mobilizes pacifists, and 
irritates governments. 


Now President Reagan's strategic initiative -- whether or not it tzkes the form of an 
operation’:1 device will have the effect of reducing the threat to Western cities and 
forces. fhe credibility of an SS-20 “surgical” strike intended to disarm Western 
Europe would indeed be much smaller. To keep the pressure on us it will be necessary 
to resort to non-ballistic trajectories, cruise missiles, and aircraft and to protect 
the offensive force. All this will take time, effort, and money.... 


For 20 years the nuclear deterrent granted us adequate intellectual reassurance: it 

was an insurance policy against adversity for the strongest. Space wars will oblige 

us to reappraise ideas, plans, and forces. One can already see the havoc wrought by 

the combination of fear and intellectual short-sightedness. Actually, some people did 
say thatthe nuclear deterrent had only 20-30 years left; and they were promptly recruited 
by the advocates of the policy of the hare, according to whom it was important to do 
nothing as long as the tortoise was proceeding slowly... “Everything's fine, ma‘am,” 

the French sang in 1939. Who could have thought that 6 years later nuclear mushroom 
clouds would make Los Alamos, Hiroshima, and Nagasaki famous? 


The Manhattan Project (the construction of the atom bomb decided on by Roosevelt at 
Einstein's insistence) clearly demonstrated the Americans’ ability to rise to the 
challenge, as did John Kennedy's later decision to send a man to the moon: It took 7 
years. Of course, some time elapsed between the first nuclear weapons and operational 
strategic forces, but if we now have a deterrent force it is because the French have 
tried relentlessly since 1944 to make up for their lags. Any delay or lag now wil! 
weigh heavily in 20 years’ time. 


Are we to believe that disarmament accords will permit ws to spare the necessary efforts 
to remain in the arms race in space’? Let us make no mistake: Any negotiations on dis- 
armament or arms control will strengthen joint Soviet-U.S. domination. We will not gain 
anything. The Soviets only sign an agreement when they can derive unquestionable advan- 
tages from it. Arms control accords, and particularly SALT, have merely confirmed the 
weaponry ceilings that the United States and the Soviet Union have been willing to offer 
each other. 


If we await the outcome of future negotiations on space disarmament we will waste 
another 5 years and the door to the technologies of the future will be irremediably 
closed to us. Be that as it may, by the year 2100 other states will have equipped them- 
selves with nuclear weapons and at least elementary strategic forces. Rather than risk- 
ing an exchange of nuclear weapons, #ould it not be better to have the means to protect 
our four or five major cities and our nuclear arsenal? 


As with all innovations the expensive part is the research and the first step. We must 
immediately mobilize our research and innovation capabilities and our intelligence 
services to keep abreast of space wars. fEurope will follow if France, Britain, and the 
FRG do not give up. As in all real European achievements, it is up to us to take the 
first step...time is short and will become increasingly short. 


The nuclear energy commission has completed its task. We now need a space technology 
commission. Our future strength and independence will depend on our mastery of space 
technologies -- whether in telecommunications, intelligence, or defense. We have 
tarried too long already. Compared to the Soviets and Americans we are just tortoises: 
We must get moving right away. 
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RPR SPOKESMAN’S NUCLEAR ARMS POLICY ANALYZED 





P.~'627 Paris LE FICARO in French 6 Mar 85 p 2 
[Article by General Etienne Copel: "We have Too Many Tactical Weapons” | 


[Text] Francois Fillon, deputy for La Serthe, who was appointed RPR deferse chief at 
the Crenoble congress, is only 30 vears old. He was trained in military questions by 
Joel le Theule, is aware of the fact that some of our doctrine and structures are old, 
and seem determined to quickly shake up a lot of old dust. 


His first offensive relates to tactical muclear weapons -- the battlefield weapons and 
those in the immediate rear. The attack was launched in an article published in LE 
MONDE and was continued in LA REVUE DES DEUX MONDES. The criticism is strong. Verv 
strong: “Although ambiguity is part of deterrence, it cannot be a cover for an vmpty 
doctrine.” It is a doctrine which “refers, like a catechism, to the notion of a final 
warning and which survived 10 May [reference to President Mitterranid's election in 198) | 
unscathed.” 


So what is this “catechism” which has survivied for 20 vears? Its origin lies in the 
laudable idea that France should reject any form of muclear battle. It must refrain 
from sending two bombs or shelle, receiving four in return, and sending back eight.... 
So, to avoid starting escalation, our doctrine stipulates that we should launch all our 
tactical nuclear veapons at the same time [rom a distance of several hundred kilometers 
from the front. This single strike — a "final warning” — is intended to show our 
intention to open nuclear fire on enemy cities if our vital interests are threatened. 
From this viewpoint Mr Hernu'’s decision to describe our tactical nuclear weapons as 
“preetrategic” seems very logical. 


Francois Fillon, who is aware that political deterrence can only be effective if the 
military threat exists and is realistic, amalyzes the role of our tactical weapons in 
the two main “hypothetical cases": whether a nuclear battle between the Soviets and 
Americans has or has not started in Europe. In the first case he stresses that our "few 
tactical warheads would not add any weight to the thousands which the alliance has;" in 
the second case he asks the fundamental question: “Is it conceivable that the French 
Government might shoulder the responsibility of Launching a nuclear battle on its own 
which would certain lay waste the FRC?” 


The opening of nuclear fire — even if it is tactical — is an extremely serious action. 
Francois Fillion is obviously aware of that. He does not say that it is totally incon- 
ceivable, but he is shocked by the scale of the warning. If the aim is to fire a warn- 
ing shot, why do we need to kill hundreds of thousands of friends on the western and 
eastern sides of the Tron Curtain? The Fast Germans, Poles, and Czechoslovaks may be 
living under Soviet domination, but that does not make them enemies. 


This criticiem of the excessive quantity of tactical nuclear weapons which we have, has 
already been made, very Iegically, by J.P. Chevenement: "The existing number of French 
tactical nuclear weapons already far exceeds what is necessary for a warning shot, in 
Other words to show our determination te defend our territory.” 


Making the Doctrine More Flexible 


Basically the criticiem is not leveled so much at the “catechism” as at the inadequacy 
of the means to carry owt the doctrine. For once it is not a matter of deploring the 
lack of means but of pointing to a surfeit! Indeed, the greater the number ani variety 
of tactical number weapons in the Army (the Pluton missile and shortly the Hades mis- 
sile) and the Air Force (the AN 52 missile and shortly the ASMP air-to-surface missile), 
the more the single strike doctrine becomes ineffective, harmful, and even unacceptable. 
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It becomes Ineffective because the biggcr the strike, the lonper it takes and the fewer 
ageressors there are under the bombs when they cxplodc. 


It becomes harmful because adopting a nuclcar posture and waiting for the decision to 
use nucicar weapons increasingly hinder the First Army's movements and the flexibility 
with which the Air Force can be used. 


It becomes anacceptable because a growing number of friendly civilians would be 
slaughtered merely in a warning shot. 


In view of this, it is not surprising that Francois Fillon should “regret the launching 
of the Hades program, which is too far advanced to be stopped, and hope that the Mirag 
2000 N-AS! program will be reexamined.” He envisages halving this latter program and 
proposes that the remainder be converted, according to the Air Force's wishes, into 
ground support of air defense aircraft. In fact what he is proposing is not a reduction 
in tactical nuclear weapons but a scalding down of their increase. 


In addition to this it will also be necessary to give the doctrine some flexibility. 
We must envisage a warning shot which would really be a warning and not a massacre. We 
must make provision for tactical reprisal strikes aimed at deterring the enemy from 
making a nuclear attack which would be limited enough not to definitely imply a 1.5. 
nuclear response. 


We must also undoubtedly decide to put neutron weapons into service since they are far 
less harmful to civilian populations than our cxisting weapons, and, consequently, much 
easier to use defensively on your own territory. 


Tt Is Not Too Late 


Thinking on tactical nuclear weapons cannot, of course, be divorced from other defense 
probleme, particularly financial problems. It is already clear that the military pro- 
gramming lew cannot be fulfilled. Of course this will not be the first time this has 
happened. Budgets are what they are, and the cost of offensive cquipment (tanks, air- 
craft, ships) fs constantly increasing. But the “lag” ‘s likely to be very considerable 
this time: probably more than 1] year. 


So, should we be content to allow the programs to be “spread out" or should we make 
choices? As Francois Pillon points out “the instinctive response of any structure is 
to conserve.” The military structure is probably even more conservative than most 
others, because It does not have to account for itself economically at the end of each 
month. It only really has to account for itself if there is awar. It is often too 


late! 


It is late now, but it is not too late. It is not too late to consider the new threats, 
change doctrines, or alter choices. In the opposition and in the majority I have 
observed that there is a growing oumber of young political officials who want to reno- 
vate our defense system, They want to makc it less cumbersome, less centralized, and 
more dynamic. They want to improve military service and the sense of civic duty. They 
are secking real.em and rejecting dogmatism. 


Francois Villon has just expressed some of his thoughts. We should thank him. Let us 
hope that the others will succeed in extending the debate; that they will be able to 
unite for action. Defense is not a right-wing or left-wing issue. It is cither good or 
bad, 
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FNVOY DEXIES LIBYA SUPPORTS RED BRIGADES 





A0071618 Rome ANSA in English 1545 GMT 7 Mar 85 


{Text} (ANSA) Rome, March 7 -- The Libwan ambassador to Rome (?'Abd 2]-Rahman) 
Shalgan denied that his country supports the Red Srigades or other foreign terrorist 
groups in an interview appearing today in the Rome daily LA REPUBBLICA. 


Shalgan said that Italian politicians and members of the press have mistakealy 
interpreted recent statements by Libyan leader Mu’ammar al-Qadbdhafi who Led said Libya 
would support the Red Brigades. the Red Army Faction and the 'RA if the West supports 
opposition to his government. 


The diplomat told the paper that “Al-Oadhdhafi does not give support to the Red Brigades. 
On the contrary, we consider them criminals of the same stripe as Libyan criminals who 
are armed and trained in Sudan, the United States, West Cermany and Britain. 


“Al-Qadhdhafi said he will behave with European countries consequenly.... We ask 
Italy to take an offficial position against Libyan criminals and we say to everyone 
that whoever thinks he can harm Libya's security will pay e very high price”. 


L*UNITA VIEWS STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE 





PM061549 Rome L°UNITA in Italian 27 Feb 85 p 4 


[Article by Marco De Andries of the International Affairs Institute: “Space Weapons -- 
an Impenetrable Space Shield Is Inconceivable”] 


[Text] Norman Podhoretz is the editor of the conservative American magazine COMMENTARY. 
Writing recently in THE NEW YORK TIMPS, he summarized in a few pages the deep aversion 
which the U.S. right has for arms control -- which is bluntly compared to the attitude 
adopted by the democracies toward Nazism in the thirties. The conclusion is interesting. 
According to the author we must stop believing in negetiations in general and instead 
trust in the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI — in other words, Star Wars — L*UNITA 
editor's note), which allegedly represents “a rational promise of finally escaping from 
the threat of nuclear war.” We will soon see to what extent this “promise” is rational. 
However, it should be stated immediately thet on 12 February Reagan adopted these ideas 
in part when he reaffirmed that the SDI is sot negotiable. However, this is not the 
best atmosphere for the start of the Geneva talks, since the Soviets have repeatedly 
said for some time that they do not intend to sign agreements which exclude space 


weapons. 


A basic mistake in all the discussions on this kind of celestial Maginot line proposed 
by Reagan 2 years ago is that it is taken at face value. In other words, people 
believe it can be achievec, and then carefully examine the repercussions of its 
deployment -- if the term can be used in corpnection with something which is destined 
to be suspended between heaven and earth. For instance, many European experts are 
worrying about what will happen to “coupling” — the alleged identification of West 
Europe's defense with U.S. defense — if the United States had an ABM shield. Many 
advocates of Star Wars -- especially Weinberger — are explaining that the Soviet 
intermediate-range missiles targeted on furope would still be under fire. 
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There are even people like the Italian, Caligaris, who think that a mew U.S. invulner- 
ability would take the strategic balance back to the golden age, in otoer words to th 
fifties. However, they fail to consider the fact that the European -- and cspecially 
the German -- version of “coupling” presupposes precisely American wwlnera>dility. If 
this were not the case, the Englishman Lavrence Freedman wrote, “The United States 
could withdraw behind a protective shic)¢...or, worse still, trusting in its own 
security, could take increasingly dangerous initiatives in international policy, lcaving 
the allics to suffer the consequences.” 


However, we are talking about the infeasibility of an effective space-based AMM defons«. 
let us sce why it is not feasible. First, it is a good thing to agree on the concept 
of “efficacy”: to render nuclear veapons “importent and obsolete,” as Reagan said in 
March 1983, and as he reiterated recently, it is necessary to obtain a system capable 
of dest Toying a quantity of incoming warhoads fairly close -- if not equal -- to 100 
percent. The Soviet Union has around 8,000 warheads carried by strategic vehicles: If 
it ever used all of them in one attack and just | percent succeeded in penctrating the 
space shicld, some 80 warheads could explode over the United States with a varying unit 
yield, but in each case between tens and hundreds of times greater than the Hiroshima 
bomb. Even if just a few eventually fell on citics, the damage could nonetheless be 
on an inconceivable scale. There is no need to add that if the oumber of owelear 
warheads used in a single attack is increassd, the absolute valuc of the hypotetical | 
percent which escapes interception increases. 


But that is mot all: The SDI is avowedly limited to ballistic missiles, and 
consequently it would not render “impotent and obsolete” the suclear warheads on any 
vehicle which does not follow a ballistic trajectory: besbers, cruise missiles, or -- 
nore simply — terrorists. What is the likelihood, therefore, of this infallib'« Am 
space defense functioning in a few decades time? According to an MIT report, published 
by the U.S. Congress’ Office of Technology Assessnent, there is very little like! Ihood 
of this. In general, counterseasures to a space shieid “could be achieved with modern 
technology. whereas the defense system could not; the cost can be estimated and turns 
out relatively low, whereas the cost of the defense system is unknown but is probably 
high; the future technologies which it is though will form part of the defense system 
would also be powerful weapons for attacking the defense system itself.” 


This {inal point conflic:s with another of Reagan's promises — that of sharing the space 
Maginot line with the Soviets: In such a climate of deep distrust between the two 
superpowers, would the Americans really run the risk of enemy using the technology gilt 
to strive to circumvent the defense system’ 


With regard *o the technology, we now know the range of what is being taken into 
consideration for the defensive “level” alone, which is inteaded to strike the nissiles 
at the launch stage — there are then two other levels, one to hit the missile when 

it 1s traveling outside the atmosphere, and a final level to hit it when it is 
reentering the atmosphere. The devices range from ground-based chemical lasers with 
reflecting mirrors in orbit, to space-based lasers, and in this latter case also to 
x-rays produced by nuclear explosions; to orbital stations emitting particle beams, to 
microwave gcacrators, and even to kinetic energy weapons and yet other hypotheses. 
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It is logical, therefore. that the cost of the research phase alone should be 
exorbitant: $26 billion in the next 5 years, more or less the cost of the whole fleet 
of B-1 bombers, or around 3 years of Italian military spending. It is equally logical 
that, in an alliance whicu admits its own excessive dependence on nuclear weapons, 
explaining it by the Soviet conventional “superiority,” somebody should think that 
$26 billion could be better spent. What an American senator used to say about some 
military programs applies to the SDI: “The end is unattainable, the means ridiculous, 
and the cost exorbitant." 


Although an impenetrable space shield 1s not within the realms of feasibility, this 
does not mean that the research will not continue. It is impossible to successfully 
detend cities and the civilian pcpulation; it is conceivable that some military 
insta!liations and command centers might be protected. In fact, around half of the 
$1.4 billion the United States will spend this year on SDI research is devoted to this 
goal. The army apparently thinks that a system to defend ballistic missile sites 
could be operational by the early nineties. Another advocate of such a solution is 
Max Kampelman, who is no less than the chief American negotiator for the forthcoming 
Geneva talks. 


Although technologically a more realistic aim compared to Reagan's promises, the 
defense of missile sites could have an even more destabilizing impact. It would in 
effect cancel out the 1972 ABM treaty, which virtually banned this kind of weapon and 
which remains the major success in the history of arms control. As such, it is 
therefore of great symbolic value, even irrespective of its strategic merits, for those 
in Europe and the United States who believe in the importance of continuing the 
East-West dialogue. 


If this is really what is at stake in the “Star Wars" debate, one wonders why the 
U.S. Administration has turned down such a dangerous path. The answer lies in the 
radically anti-Soviet and antidetente stances challenged at the beginning of this 
article. On che more strictly strategic level, they return to old postwar U.S. 
arguments and obsessions. First and foremost, the irrational fear that some day the 
USSR could unleash a disarming attack on the United States. However, an equally 
absurd remedy is being suggested to alleviate such an absurd fear: tc trust in an 
inedequate defense capability, to end the dialogue, and to open the way to the arms 
race. 


We believe it is necessary to beware in this Star Wars debate of the danger of being 
misled by the symbols used by that great communicator, Reagan. The first is that of 
defense as something to set against the immorality of nuclear attack. As we have said, 
we believe that this is a pious illusion colored by revanchist isolationism. The 
second is even more subtle, and it is the myth of technology as a panacea, whereby 
many people are afraid to state outright that the antimissile shield is not feasible, 
perhaps for fear of appearing “unprogressive." 





We hope that at least the Italian Government, when it decides to speak out on the issue, 
will not be fettered by such myths. 
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MORAN: INDEPENDENT GIBRALTAR ‘SPANISH DEFEAT’ 





LDO71637 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 7 Mar 85 


{Text} Foreign Minister Fernando Moran has told che Congress Foreign Affairs Committee 
today that an independent Gibraltar would te unacceptable for Spain because of 
questions of national honor and prestige, as well as for security reasons. Minister 
Moran briefed the committee on negotiations with Great Britain on Gibraltar and on his 
work at the head of his ministry. Replying to the spokesman of the parliamentary 
groups, the minister said that: The independence of Gibraltar would be one of Spain's 
greatest cefeats in the world and we are not going to accept it. 


DEFENSE MINISTER RULES OUT CANARIES NATO BASE 





LD070244 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 7 Mar 85 


{Text] There are no prospects for considering the Canary Islands as a base for NATO 
installations. We do not believe that at the moment a defensive reinforcement in 
the Canary Islands is necessary, not even in view of the situation in the Sahara. 
This is what Defense Minister Narciso Serra said at a press conference this afternoon 
at the Canary Captaincy General in Santa Cruz de Tenerife. Serra also said that his 
department is following with great interest the results of the union treaty between 
Libya and Morocco, and that at the moment he does not believe it will have negative 
prospects for national defense. 


GONZALEZ RECEIVES POLISH SEJM SPEAKER 7 MAR 





LD081037 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 1900 7 Mar 85 


[Text] Stanislaw Gucwa, the Polish Sejm speaker continues his visit to Spain at the 
invitation of the Senate president. In the morning, the Sejm speaker was received in 
audience by, Felipe Gonzalez, the Spanish prime minister. Stanislaw Gucwa, who will 

end his official visit to Spain on Friday, has met King Jon Juan Carlos and Foreign 
Minister Fernando Moran and has held a working meeting with the Senate foreign committee 
where he said that Poland is the most democratic country of the Warsaw pact and that 

the leaders of the solidarity union are supported by foreign countries. 


BASQUE POLICE CHIEF ASSASSINATED BY BOMB BLAST 





PAO71232 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0949 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Text] Vitoria (Spain), 7 Mar (EFE) -- The chief of the Basque autonomous police, 
Lieutenant Colonel Diaz Arkotxa, was assassinated today Wednesday by a bomb explosion. 
Diaz Arkotxa, a lieutenant colonel in the Spanish Army, had occupied the position as 
chief of the Basque autonomous police since its creation in 1981. The murder took 
place 2 km from Vitoria, capital of the Basque autonomous community, in a parking 

lot on the Sebastian road, along which Diaz Arkotxa was travelling to the autonomous 
police academy located in Arkaute. 


Further on Assassination 
PAO71435 Paris AFP in English 1423 GMT 7 Mar 85 
[Excerpts] Vitoria, Spain, March 7 (AFP) -- The chief of the Autonomous Basque 
Police force was killed in a car bomb explosion near here today, sparking fears of 


a new cycle of violence only weeks after Madrid and the Basque Provincial Government 
agreed to cooperate more closely to end separatist strife. 
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The murder of 52-year old Lieutenant-Colonel Juan Carlos Diaz Arkotxa was the first 
recorded attack against the autonomous police force, which operates under authority of 
the regional government here. Police said Lt.-Col. Diaz, after leaving his home this 
morning, drove for two kilometers (one mile) along the road to Irun before stopping 
for breakfast at a filling station at Elorriaga. The car blew up in a ball of flames 
as Lt.-Col. Diaz got back in and turned on the ignition, police said. He was still 
alive when he was pulled out from the wreckage, but died later in the hospital. Two 
kilograms (4.4. pounds) of Goma-II plastic explosive was planted beneath the car 
directly under the driver's seat, police said. The murder has not yet been claimed, 
but the type of explosive used was said to be identical with that usually employed by 
the ETA separatist organisation. 


Mombers in Bilbao of the ruling Basque Nationalist Party and the Basque Socialist 
Party have called the attack "a cruel provocation" which may have “fearsome” political 
implications. 


Lt. Col. Diaz, wno was detached from the Army to take over as police superintendent, 
was the 5lst soldier to die in a terrorist attack in Spain since 1973. 


Officials Condemn Assassination 
LDO71514 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Summary] In a report on this mornings killing of Basque Police Chief Lieutenant 
Colonel Carlos Diaz Arcocha, Radio Madrid has the first official reaction to the attack. 
Ramon Jauregui, government delegate to the Basque country, said it was "a sophisticated 
attack...in which the explosive was attached while the lieutenant colonel was having 
breakfast as he usually did and the device exploded when the car was started. This 
operation was well planned and could only be the work of experts. Consequently, one 
must assume that it was the work of the ETA terrorist organization. That is my first 
estimate." 


Spanish Government spokesman Eduardo Sotillos said the attack shows the ETA is a threat 
to all democratic persons and institutions in the Basque country and a direct attack 

on one of the most symbolic and significant instruments of autonomy gained by the 
Basques. The radio said Sotillos’ first impression was also that this was the work of ETA. 





PCE SUPPORTS IGLESIAS REPORT ON ‘INTEGRATION’ 





LD081057 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 2000 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Text] The PCE Central Committee has already voted on the proposal of integration put 
forward by Gerardo Iglesias, the secretary general of the party, (Mercedes Jansa) 
reports: 


Approximately half an hour ago the final report presented by Gerardo Iglesias was 
approved with 60 votes in favor, 20 against, and one abstention. The PCE secretary 
general rejected the request by Carrillo to replace the secretary of organization and 
work towards a platform of convergence of progressive and leftist political forces 
was reaffirmed. In order to (?stop) the criticism by Carrillo on this question, 
Gerardo Iglesias recalled statements by his predecessor, who as early as the 1981 
elections in Galicia, encouraged the communist leaders of this region to lay the 
foundations for the creation of a new left political coalition in which the PCE was 
not to be the leading party. 


Before the voting on the report, Iglesias Carrillo spoke and repeated in a few words 
his intention of not creating another party. 
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NORDIC COUNCIL HOLDS 33D SESSION IN REYKJAVIK 





Takes Anti-Apartheid Stand 
PMO71503 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 5 Mar 85 p 5 


[Dan Axel and Ole Dall dispatci: “Christian Parties Want To Increase Nordic Pressure 
on South Africa"] 


[Text] Reykjavik -- The Nordic area's relations with the apartheid regime in South 
Africa will be an important topic for discussion in Reykjavik in the next few days at 
the 33d session of the Nordic Council. It is not only the Socialists who have taken 
initiatives in this field. 


Yesterday the group of Christian Democratic Parties -- Norway's and Denmark's Christian 
People's Parties, Sweden's Christian Democratic Party and the Finnish Christian 
League -- presented a statement calling for increased pressure on South Africa. 


The Christian Democratic Parties pointed out that the award of the Noble Peace Prize 
to Bishop Desmond Tutu “makes a commitment to stepping up the fight against the 
racist regime in South Africa” -- words which seldom come from nonsocialist parties. 


Alongside a tougher policy of economic sanctions against South Africa's white govern- 
ment the Christian Democratic Parties also propose that the Nordic countries increase 
their trade with the front-line states -- the “black-ruled" states bordering South 
Africa. The purpose of this is to make them less dependent on the South African 
Government. 


Later this week the Danish, Swedish, and Norwegian Governments will all have to answer 
the same question: Do the respective governments intend to cooperate to see to it 
that SAS direct flights to and from South Africa are discontinued? 


Discusses TV Satellite, Pollution 
PMO80929 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 5 Mar 85 p 6 
[Elisabeth Crona dispatch: "Heated Debate on Tele-X"! 


[Excerpt] Reykjavik -- The Nordic Tele-X television satellite put life into the 
Nordic Council session on Iceland from the start of its first day. Behind the scenes 
ministers were involved in negotiations, while from the speaker's podium parliamentary 
deputies voiced pleas and criticism. 

"Do not let prestige and short-sighted thinking guide you," Karin Soder of Sweden's 
center party said. "The future of Tele-X means a great dea! to millions of people 

in the Nordic area. It is not only a question of money, it is also a question of our 
Nordic reputation," she said, alluding to the breakdown of talks in Stockholm. 
Marjatta Vaananen of Finland's Center Party agreed: “It is not a god idea to slam 
the doors." 


The new chairman of the Nordic Council Presidium, Icelander Pall Petursson, admitted 
that his patience has begun to run out as far as the Tele-% project is concerned. 

In a joint statement the Nordic Social Democrats set a deadline: "Reach a settlement 
before the summer!" 


The Norwegian Conservative Party's Jo Benkow was worried that this year's Nordic 
Council meeting could end up looking tarnished. 
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But [Swedish] Prime Minister Olof Palme said that it was too early to begin to talk of 
a new defeat for Nordic cooperation. Negotiations will continue, the process will not 
be terminated. 


"We have reached significant agreement on the concrete shape to be given to radio and 
television cooperation,” he said. “However, we have rot a reached agreement on how to 
fimance it. But I swear that it is not our intention to slam doors.” 


Ingrid Sunberg (Swedish Moderate Coalition Party) interpreted Palme's address to 
indicate that Sweden had begun to get cold feet. She was extremely critical of the 
Swedish Government"s role during the Tele-X negotiations which led to the recent break- 
down in Stockholm. The government made «nrealistic economic demands on the other Nordic 
countries, she said. Their repaymenc term is too short. 


Behind the scenes cooperation ministers have already held another round of talks about 
Tele-X and for the prime ministers, who met Monday evening [4 March], Tele-X was an 
obvious topic. 


The day's other major protest was not internal but directed outward -- to Britain. "The 
British Government's negative responses are unsatisfactory,” Olof Palme said. "Every 
new piece of neglect means new damage, new risks. Pollution will continue to spew forth, 
to kill forests, poison lakes. Everything remains to be done. For this reason it is a 
cause of serious concern that all of Europe's nations are not involved. We must repeat 
our call to Britain and the others who have not agreed to a 30-percent cut in sulfur 
discharges,” he said. 


DENMARK 
ENGELL INTERVIEWED ON ‘DEFENSE PRODUCTIVITY’ 





PM071511 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE SONDAG in Danish 3 Mar 85 p 6 


[Interview with Defense Minister Hans Engell by Thorkild Dahl: "The Defense Forces Are 
Efficient Enough" ] 


[Text] "The Danish Armed Forces’ use of resources is comparable with that of any defense 
force ineither East or West," Defense Minister Hans Engell (Conservative) told 

BERLINGSKE TIDENDE when commenting on a critical report which claims that the Armed 
Forces’ productivity is falling, in part because the Defense Ministry and the Defense 
High Command will not admit that they are maintaining an overcapacity of barracks, 
training establishments, naval bases and administrations. 





The report has just been completed by the Central Administration to investigate whether 
the present 12 billion kroner defense budget may be considered reasonable with an eye to 
achieving the required "defense productivity." The conclusion is that the productivity 
of the Armed Forces has fallen by 40 percent since the 1969 Defense Bill but that this 
cannot lead to corresponding savings in defense spending. However, savings of between 

10 and 20 percent may be possibile without this having any detrimental effect onproductiv- 
ity goals or defense efficiency, says the report which BERLINGSKE TIDENDE has in its 
possession. 


Defense Minister Hans Engell said chat yesterday the Defense Ministry sent requests to 
all ministries to get hold of the report but without success. 


Hans Engell said that contrary to what the report claims it is impossible to save sums 
of about 2 billion kroner by making the Armed Forces more efficient. "That is nonsense. 
Even in peacetime the Armed Forces are forced to maintain some readiness which can be 
mobilized in a given situation,"the defense minister said. 
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The main argument in the report from the Central Administration is that the Armed 
Forces have made no cuts, while times and circumstances have changed. In 1970 the 
Aray had around 13,000 men, while in 1983 it had 9,200. In the same period the Navy 
has laid up 23 ships and now has 37, and the Air Force has fewer aircraft. The Armed 
Forces are oversized in comparison with present readiness and training activities. 


Defense Minister Hans Engell said that the Armed Forces are carrying out rationalizations 
to the extent that these are possible. They have been carried out with regard to the 
naval shipyards which have been sharplycriticized on several occasions by the national 
auditing bureau for being too expensive. They will also be carried out in repairs to 
motorized vehicles which the national auditing bureau recently criticized [wy over- 
capacity, despitewhich automobiles and other vehicles are not being repaired more 
quickly. 


FINLAND 


SCIENCE RESEARCH SHIPS TO BE BUILT FOR USSR 





PM071635 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 1 Mar 85 p 17 
{[Unattributed report: "Russian Order for Raumo-Repola"] 


[Text] Raumo-Repola's shipyard in Lappeenranta yesterday signed a contract in Moscow 
for the delivery of two geophysical research ships to the Soviet Union. The deal is 
worth around 100 million markhas. The ships will be specially buiit to travel through 
shallow waters. Using the ships it will be possible to carry out geophysical investiga- 
tions at depths of between 3 and 10 meters to locate oil and gas deposits. The ships 
will operate in the Barents Sea and the Caspian Sea. 


SWEDEN 





EDITORIAL PONDERS NEUTRAL FOREIGN POLICY OPTIONS 





PMO71037 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 1 Mar 85 p 2 
[Editorial: "The U.S. Reply") 


[Text] A small neutral nation in the border zone between the two power blocs can 
choose between a number of different alternatives when it comes to determining its 
foreign policy. 


The first is to allow a strict policy of neutrality to lead to a generally restrained 
foreign policy. Taking sides in international conflicts is avoided as far as this is 
possible. In short, the policy of neutrality is extended also to cover views about 
other countries, their political systems and the actions they undertake. 


A second alternative is that the little country strives for an international role when 
what is at stake are its own fundamental values, in our case, national independence, 
democracy, and human rights. 


A third alternative is a strongly moral foreign policy. The neutral nation exploits its 
independent position to stand up for truth and right in different conflicts and on 
controversial issues. Here the primary objective is not to influence public opinion 
and those in power in other countries. The objective goes no further than the articula- 
tion of the moral decisions that have been reached. 
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A fourth alternative is that the country's independent position is seen as a suitable 
point of departure for efforts at mediation. Good relations with both power blocs 
are striven for. The small country can function both as a channel between the super- 
powers and as an initiative-taker for measures which are noi immediately suspected of 
one-sidedly favoring East or West. 


The four different alternatives are each reconcilable with neutralist policy in the 
Swedish sense. They are also defensible largely regardless of your political point 
of departure although in this connection the first alternative is to some extent open 
to question. However, the four alternatives are mutually incompatible. 


A nation which is normally particularly restrained about taking sides in international 
conflicts cannot suddenly roar out its views on an individual question. If it does 
so the view taken of its fundamental foreign policy is rapidly altered. Uncertainty 
arises. 


Nor can moral foreign policy be easily reconciled with the mediating role. It is 
impossible to condemn Washington or Moscow in the sharpest terms one day, only to knock 
on the door of the Kremlin or the White House the next with disarmament or other 


peace initiatives in your baggage. 


This has all been illuminated in a major research project in Lund. Swedish criticism 
of the United States during the Vietnam war and its effects have been studied and a 
number of relatively clear conclusions have been reached. One is that Swedish 
criticismwas of very limited significance. Another is that the mediating role cannot 
be reconciled with active condemnation of one of the parties involved. 


At the beginning of Olof Palme's term of office as prime minister he pursued a foreign 
policy with strong morai and moralizing elements. He called those in power in Prague 
the cattle of dictatorship, and his criticism of U.S. policy Vietnam after the 1972 
Christmas bombings used language that was just as strong. 


Even then it was clear that these condemnations were not the result of pragmatic 
considerations. The Swedish Government's objective went no further than the establish- 
ment of what was right and wrong in international questions. 





In time there was a shift in the center of gravity in Palme's foreign policy. When he 
returned to government in 1982 the Palme Commission had begun its work. After only 

6 months in office the Swedish Government put forward its proposal for a nuclear-free 
corridor through Europe. More recently Palme has been involved in the so-called five 
continent initiative; together with leading politicians from other continents he is 
to speak for peace and disarmament to the superpowers. 


Moral foreign policy has altered its dimensions and perspectives; there is increasingly 
an ambition to be a mediator for contacts and initiatives to and between the superpowers. 
Foreign policy has become one of mediation. 


The U.S. reaction to Palme's criticism of Reagan and U.S. policy in Central America 
shows that our prime minister has not created a particularly good climate for his 
mediating activities. 


Even in the past his access to the White House was very uncertain. After his speech 
to the Swedish Social Democratic Youth Association meeting (!) the prospect can 
probably be ruled out that Palme will be received by the Reagan administration as a 
respected and important international politician. 
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Of course, it can be said that the United States has overreacted to Palme's comments on 
Reagan's peculiar statements about Nicaragua, but anyone striving for a mediating role 
in world politics must have insight into how different countries react in different 
contexts. He must not suddenly be forced to realize that his words have become 
confidence-destroying measures and that he himself does not even have access to the 
bridges which nevertheless exist between the United States and the Soviet Union. 


The U.S. reaction was probably not totally impossible to predict, for one of the 
lessons of the Vietnam years is that sweeping condemnations which are motivated more 
by domestic needs than by events abroad serve absolutely no constructive purpose. 

On the contrary, they harm Sweden's chances of being taken as a serious critic. 


As so often where Olof Palme's foreign policy is concerned one feels deep sympathy with 
the grand objectives. At the same time, the methods used appear increasingly often 
to be illogical and inconsistent. 


One explanation for this could be that one has misunderstood the objectives, but an 
explanation that is more realistic is probably that we have long been overestimating 
Olof Palme’s skill. His words are simply as glib and his actions as ill-considered 
as they seem. 


DAGENS NYHETER VIEWS U.S. IRRITATION WITH PALME 





PMO71505 Stockholm DAGENS MYHETER in Swedish 1 Mar 85 p 2 
[Editorial: "The U.S. Protest Against Palme"] 


[Text] Foreign Minister Lennart Bodstrom's speech to the United Nations in the fall 
of 1982 contained some pointed remarks about U.S. policy in Central America. They 
passed without mention in the immediate Swedish reactions. Only when U.S. spokesmen 
had reacted did the criticisms pour forth. 


We have recently had a confrontation on foreign policy which has eaten away at mutual 
confidence and the respect we enjoy in the world. Let us hope that the U.S. protest 

at Olof Palme's speech about Nicaragua, which no one hitherto has found any reason to 
attack, will not trigger a new foreign policy quarrel with domestic overtones. It would 
be deeply worrisome if we were to have a new frosty period in relations with the United 
States, but we must try to deal with this problem together and not allow it to open up 
new wounds. 


The point of departure is President Ronald Reagan's statements at a press confcrence 
21 February. Asked whether it is the U.S. aim to remove the Sandinist government in 
Nicaragua the President replied: "Well, removed in the sense of its present 
structure...." 


Nicaragua is far away from Sweden and we should humbly admit that we have no recipe for 
peaceful developments toward democracy in Central America, but when President Reagan 
says that it is the aim of the United States to have another country's government 
removed he raises questions on which Sweden a: 1 every other country can adopt a 
principled stance. It is troubling that many more government heads in addition to Olof 
Palme have not reacted. If international law is to have any point we must protest 
when a superpower openly flouts one of its fundamental principles. 


On Monday [25 February] representatives of the nonsocialist parties agreed in general 
terms with Palme's speech to the Swedish Socialist Democratic Youth Association mecting. 
"There is every reason to discuss U.S. policy in this part of the world," Karin Soder 
of the Center Party said in AFTONBLADET. The Liberal Party's Jan-Erik Wikstrom said: 

"1 share Olof Palme's basic evaluation of the international legal aspects." 





Vll. 8 Mar 85 P 6 NORDIC AFFAIRS 


bven Gosta Bohman [former leader of the conservative Moderate Coalition Party] said 
that in principle he agrees with Palme. “But it would be interesting if he were able 
or once to direct his accusations at some other target in the world.” 


In his reaction U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Richard Burt above all attacked Olof 
Palme's one-sidedness. In his speech the Swedish prime minister mentioned Afghanistan 
“only in passing” and “it is remarkable that he is not concerned about the situation 
there when he has so much to say about Nicaragua.” Burt also reacted against the fact 
that Palme had “lumped together” the United States and the Soviet Union. 


In actual fact, this section of Palme's speech c ntained a clear distinction in the 
United States’ favor. According to Palme the occupation of Afghanistan is “a flagrant 
cxample of a superpower’s excesses against a small nation,” while U.S. policy in 
Central America is merely said to show “signs of the same thinking.” 


After Sweden's Afghanistan speech to the UN General Assembly in November 1984 it is 
impossible with any justice to accuse the Swedish Government of one-sided protests 
against the West. The speech was not a short statement produced from a feeling of duty 
but a lengthy address containing many tough condemnations and irrefutable arguments. 
Sweden gave the Eastern superpower a real roasting. 


So can we completely dismiss Richard Burt's objections? No, not completely. Olof Palme 
would not have been himself at the Social Democratic Youth Association meeting if he had 
not indulged in a few digressions and personal vicws, accusing President Reagan of 
responsibility for the ClA-backed guerrillas’ cruelty to children in Nicaragua. It 
breaks your heart, Palme said, when “the regime in Washington” calls this a struggle 

for freedom. “The nicest thing that can be said «bout Reagan is that he is presumably 
not informed about what is really happening." Bearing in mind Reagan's intense and 

well documented interest in the Ncaraguan election campaign Palme's choice of phrase 

is a poorly disguised accusation against the Presidnt personally. As such there is a 
danger that it could block the receptors on the U.S. side without the criticism ha ing 

a wreater effect as a result. 


In recent years we have been forced heavy-handedly to think through the nature of our 
relations with the superpower in our part of the world. We do not hesitate to criticize 
the Soviet Union, Olof Palme said at his party's annual congress last fall. As examples 
he mentioned Soviet violations of Swedish territorial waters, Afghanistan, and the 

view we take of citizens’ freedoms and rights, but at the same time he stated that “we 
aspire to good relations" with the Soviet Union and that we have nothing to gain from 
"strangling contacts between our countries." 





There are tangible security motives for both sides of this policy towara the Soviet 
Union. Our independence must not be allowed to fall into dowbt. At the same time, we 
want relaxed contacts, in part to be able to clarify the content of our foreign policy 

to suspicious and inaccessible men in power in the Kremlin. As a result, we are in 
practice forced to exercise some care in the choice of forms and means for the expression 
of criticism, so that, for example, it does not bear the mark of personal attack. 


Even though the same sort of considerations are not present in relations with the United 
States it would be advisable to mete out the criticism of West and of East using the 
same yardstick. We could do this without renouncing our involvement in the watch on 
excesses and oppression in the world. 
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LIBERIA’S EASTMAN MEETS HOWE IN LONDON 





ABO71743 Monrovia Radio Elwa in English 1710 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Text] Liberia’s foreign minister, T. Ernest Eastman, and the British foreign and 
Commonwealth secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, have held wide discussions an Anglo-Liberian 
relations at the Commonwealth office in London. information on Minister Eastman's 
activities was sent to the minister of information, Major Carlton A. Karpeh, by Liberia‘’s 
press cultural counsellor in London. During their talks, the British foreign secretary 
welcomed the Liberian Government's decision to hold free elections, which he said would 
make a stable impact on international opin‘on. Sir Howe expressed appreciation for the 
level of cooperation British continues to receive from liberia, especially in interna- 
tional affairs. In remarks, Minister Lastman informed the British foreign secretary 
about the progress the Liberian Government has made toward constitutional rule and 
assured that the pending elections in the country would be held as scheduled. 


ARMS TALKS PROSPECTS "NOT PROPITIOUS" 





PMO80659 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 7 Mar 85 p 18 
[Editorial: “Arm And The Men") 


[Excerpts] The best news which could come out of the new round of arms control talks 
which gets under way in Geneva is no news. It is axiomatic in arms control that the 
less the outside world gets to hear about what is going or, the more likely it is that 
a genuine negotiations is taking place. At the moment, it has to be admitted, the omens 
do not look propitious. 


On the American side there is undoubtedly a desire to demonstrate greater flexibility 
and less concern with scoring propaganda points than was evident during the Reagan 
Administration's first term. It is also encouraging that the bureaucratic battles in 
Washington which bedevilled the earlier talks have been resolved, at least temporarily, 
on the side of the arms control-minded State Department. In particular, the very able 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Mr Richard Perle, has had to come to terms with President 
Reagan's new-found enthusiam of a treaty and the stolid General Edward Rowny has not been 
re-hired as principle negotiator on strategic systems. Against that, the new American 
negotiating team looks a little lightweight without Mr Paul Nitze, and may lack the 
confidence to propose potentially logjan-breaking initiatives. A further impediment to 
progress is that the one prospective system which gives the U.S. most bargaining 

leverage -- strategic defence ("Star Wars") — may be unavailable for trade-offs, now or 
at any time in the future. 


But by far the most serious doubts about what can be achieved in Geneve stem from 
uncertainty over the intentions of the Russians. There is no question that they have 
been rattled by the speed and the nature of the American strategic force modern! sation 
programme. Theoretically, that should mean that the Russians have a powerful incent ive 
to be more responsive to American proposals to negotiate real reductions of offensive 
systems that they have been in the past. When it is fearful, the Soviet Union often 
attempts to compensate by striking belligerent attitudes. There is also the question of 
who is running the shop in Moscow. Soviet negotiators are never allowed a free rein and 
much will depend upon whether there is anybody at home who has the political clout to be 
imaginative and felxible. Above all, there is a danger that the Soviet obsession with 
"Star Wars” will stall the talks before they can begin. Ideally, the Russians should 
be prepared to defer strategic defence, which even if possible is many years from 
deployment, until a later day in order to concentrate on offensive systems and 
anti-satellite weapons. After Mr Gromyko's performance in Rome last week, that would 
seem to be a very vain hope indeed . 





Vil. 8 Mar 85 CYPRUS K 1 


KIPRIANOU LEAVES FOR LONDON 7 MARCH 





NCO71021 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1000 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Text] President Kiprianou departed for London today where he will meet with British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher tomorrow. President Kiprianou will leave the British 
capital on Sunday for Geneva where on Monday he will have a meeting with UN Secretary 
General Perez de Cuellar. The president was seen off at Larnaca Airport by House 
President Yeoryios Ladhas, who will be acting president during Kiprianou's absence, 
members of the Ministerial Council, the British High Commissioner in Cyprus, deputies, 
and other officials. 





— — — — 


NCO71652 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1600 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Text] The House of Representatives decided today to debate the issues raised by 

the president's position toward the House resolution of 22 February. The debate will 
be held on Thursday, 21 March. The motion was sponsored by House Member Andreas Fandis 
on behalf of AKEL's parliamentary delegation. At the same time, the House, mect ing 
under Ezekias Papaioannou, moved to debate the question: “The situation on the home 
front and the common responsibility.” This was done at the recommendation of EDEK 
Chairman Vasos Lissaridhis. 


Seven of DIKO's representatives were present, and they voted against both motions. 
Voting in favor of the first motion were 17 representatives from AKEL and DISI. The 
three members of the House from the Socialist Party EDEK abstained. Twenty representa- 
tives voted in favor of the second motion. Both motions were classified as urgent, 

but debate on them was set for Thursday, 21 March, due to the president's meeting on 
Monday with the UN secretary general. 


DENKTAS RECEIVES HOLGER, MAKES STATEMENT 








TAO71437 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 1130 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas has said that the Turkish Cypriots will not agree to 

the preparation of a new document concerning the Cyprus problem before an agreement 

is reached with the Turkish Cypriot side. This morning the president received James 
Holger, the UN secretary general's acting special envoy in Cyprus. After the meeting, 
Denktas said that Holger told him that he will leave for Geneva for the meeting to 

be held between Greek Cypriot leader Kiprianou and UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar 
and that the mecting will be held at Kiprianou's request. 


Denktas said that he briefed Holger on the Turkish Cypriot side's attitude and position. 
He clearly told him that what Kiprianou says on behalf of the Greek Cypriot side does 
concern the Turkish Cypriots, and that the Turkish Cypriots do not and will not agree 
to the preparation of a new package or document before an agreement is reached with 

the Turkish Cypriot side. 


Denktas pointed out that he is in favor of meeting with the Greek Cypriot side, adding 
that the UN secretary general himself believes that careful preparation is necessary 
for such a meeting. He added that this has to be authorized so far as the Turkish 
Cypriots are concerned, particularly with respect to timing. Denktas stated that 
Kiprianou wanted to confer with the UN secretary general for his own interests, adding 
that the Turkish Cypriots will inform the secretary general of their views with goodwill! 


when the time comes. 
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MINISTER DOUBTS GROUP’S CLAIM OF EMBASSY BOMB 





§CO71841 Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 7 Mar 85 p 5 


{Text} Public Order Minister Ioannis Skoularikis on Tuesday told journalists that 
police inquiries into political crimes that have occurred over the past several years 
had progressed to the point where the police authorities knew the political field of 
the perpetrators, although they had not yet uncovered the perpetrators themsleves. He 
said he would not say any more «on the subject until the perpetrators had been arrested. 
Mr Skoularikis also expressed doubt, based on data that had arisen from inquiries, that 
Saturday's attempted bomb attack against the German Embassy in Athens had been carried 
out by the “Revolutionary Group Khristos Kasimis,” as a leaflet found later claimed. As 
for the recent bomb attack on a bar in Glifadha frequented by U.S. servicemen, the min- 
ister said that data uncovered through inquirics almost completely ruled out political 
reasons for the attack. The minister refrained from replying, so as not to impede the 
inquiries, when asked whether Panayiotis Rousetis, the driver of murdered APOCEVMATINI 
publisher Nikos Momferatos, had spoken before dying of this wounds. 


CULTURAL TALKS BEGIN WITH ALBANIAN DELEGATION 
NCO71319 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1230 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Text] Talks between Greek and Albanian delegations regarding a cultural agreement 
began at the Foreign Ministry this morning. The Greek delegation is led by Ambassador 
Manolatos and the Albanian delegation is led by (Yoro Malica). 


URANIUM PROCESSING PLANT OPENED AT PARANESTION 
NCO72157 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1800 GMT 7 Mar 85 
[Vasilis Koulouris dispatch from Drama] 








[Text] Elevtherios Verivakis, minister of energy and natural resources, vas on hand 
at noon today to inaugurate the [word indistinct] industrial plant for processing 
uranium at Paranestion, in Drama province. Earlier, Verivakis visited as area where 
large uranium deposits are located. These deposits were discovered following exploration 
by the Institute of Geological and Mineral Research [IYME]. The Paranestion deposit is 
economically exploitable, and has been proven to contain one million tons of uranium 
ore. After processing, the ore will yield some 400 tons of uranium. In the meantime, 
IYME is reviewing its latest data from research in the broader area of Paranestion. 
According to well founded indications, the region will increase our uranium deposits 
from 400 to 1,000 tons [as heard]. As Verivakis stressed, the Greek state will have 
control over and responsibility for exploiting these deposits. The official opening 
of the Paranestion uranium plant was attended by the prefect of Drama, local officials, 
military and police authorities, and deputies from Drama and nearby provinces. 


KKE TO OPPOSE KARAMANLIS IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
NCO062146 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 1930 GMT 6 Mar 85 





[Text] The KKE Central Committee held a plenary session today, and discussed recent 
political developments, as well as the question of the presidential election. The 
Central Committee highlighted the KKE's expressed opposition to the re-election of 
the current president of the Republic, and decided to support another candidate for 
this post. 
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GOVERNMENT DENIES INTERFERING IN BULGARIAN AFFAIRS 








TAO71135 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1100 G4T 7 Mar 85 


[Text] It has been announced that Turkey considers the Turks in Bulgaria a Turkish 
minority or kinsmen, and that the Bulgarian Government has been officially informed of 
this. In reply to a question, Yalim Eralp, the Foreign Ministry information director, 
pointed out that in their recent statements, official Bulgarian sources made certain 
unnecessary and deliberate allegations. 


Eralp recalled that in these statements those sources claim that members of the Turkish 
minority in Bulgaria are Bulgarian citizens, that other countries cannot consider these 
people their own citizens, and that such attempts constitute interference in Bulgaria's 
domestic affairs. Eralp said: It is obvious that these statements are meant to conceal 
the oppression and violation to which the Turkish minority in Bulgaria is being 
subjected, and to turn world attention alsewhere. 


Turkey considers the Turks in Bulgaria » Turkish minority or kinsmen. The Bulgarian 
Government has been officially informed of this. Consequently, allegations by official 
Bulgarian circles that there is interference in their domestic affairs are invalid. The 
important thing is to put an end to the oppression of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria 
and to ensure that Bulgaria fulfills its duties and undertakings. The entire world 
expects journalists to visit the sites of the incidents and contact the Turks, so that 
they can disclose the true situation to the world. The Bulgarian Government ought to 
know that unless it provides this opportunity immediately, it will not satisfy the 
conscience of the world public. 


BULGARIAN DECISION ON PARLIAMENTARY VISIT AWAITED 





TAO71805 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1700 GMT 7 Mer 85 


[Text] It has been announced that the Bulgarian National Assembly will decide within 
10 days on whether Turkish parliamentarians can go to Bulgaria in a bid to observe the 
situation of the Turks in Bulgaria and conduct studies. 


The head of the IPU Turkish group, Ankara Deputy Barlas Dogu, held a news conference 
today and announced that the head of the IPU Bulgarian group, (Peter Voudov), replied 
to the letter sent by the Turkish group last week in connection with the Turkish 
minority. Dogu said that in his letter, (Vudov) shares the concern felt by Turkish 
parliamentarians on this subject. The letter, Dogu added, noted that the Turkish 
proposal will be discussed by the Bulgarian National Assembly and decided upon within 
10 days. 


Dogu termed the Bulgarian deputy’s letter as the first response that can be considered 
positive to initiatives concerning the situation of the Turks in Bulgaria. 


GREEK ATTITUDES SEEN AS ALIEN TO NATO FOUNDATIONS 





TAO81119 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1100 GMT 8 Mar 85 


[Text] The Foreign Minister has said that Greece's attempts at arming itself under the 
allegation that Turkey is threatening it run counter to the foundations of NATO and 
Greece's membership within NATO. Foreign Ministry Information Director Yalim Eralp 

told reporters that Papandreou recently announced that Greece will buy warplanes from the 
United States in line with a mew defense doctrine and to counter the so-called Turkish 
threat. 
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“calp stressed that this attitude runs counter to the foundations cf NATO and of 
Greece's membership within the alliance, adding that Torkey’s vis-vs on the matter have 
been expressed at the highest level. Eralp said: These expenses cavisaged by Greece 
will waste the resources it needs for its own development. 


GOVERNMENT CONCERNED OVER ESCALATING CULF WAR 





[AO71155 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1100 GMT 7 Mar 85 


(Text ] Turkey has expressed its concern over the recent escalation in the destructive 
war between Iran and Iraq, which has becvme one of the longest wars of the century. 

A statement issued by the Foreign Ministry says taat Turkey wishes both sides would 
refrain from acts that might lead to more dangerous results in the futcre, and act in 
accordance with humanitarian considerations and international law. The statement adds: 
in the event that no results leading to the end of this war are achieved from the peace 
etforts in which Turkey is also participating, Turkey hopes that at least the conflict 
will not expand and that precious local resources thac should be devoted to the 
development and prosperity of our fraternal countries will no longer be squandered. 


PRC DELEGATION CONTINUES CONTACTS IN ANKARA 





TAO71226 Ankara Domestic Service in turkish 1100 GMT 7 Mar 8&5 


[Text] The Turkish-PRC joint economic committee is continuing in the form of technical 
groups. <A protocol will be signed this afternoon. 


Meanwhile, PRC State Councillor Zhang Jingfu, in Ankara as the guest of Minister of 
State and Deputy Prime Minister Kaya Erdem, called on Minister of Energy and Natural 
Resources Sudi Turel this morning and conferred with him for some time. Tenders in 
connection with the turbines of various electricity power stations being construct-d 
in Turkey and the purchase of equipment fir these power stations were discussed at 
the meeting. Zhang Jingfu later participated in a meeting also attended by President 
of the Turkish Union of Chambers Mehmet Yazar and various businessmen. 


In a statement opening the meeting, Yazar said that despite the existing potential, the 
volume of bilateral trade has not reached the desired level. Noting that procedures in 
trade relations should be swift and simple, Yazar called for measures for effective 
transportation, communications, banking, and visa services. We added that Turkey has 
the necessary potential for joint ventures and technical cooperation in third countries. 


Zhang Jingfu said that despite the friendly relations and goodwill between the two 
countries, biicceral trade is insufficient. Expressing the belief that the bilateral! 
trade volume will increase as a resu't of the Ankara talks, Zhang Jingfu esid that the 
PRC welcomes Prime Minister Turgut Ozal's proposal to build a civil aviation bridge 
between the two countries. He further invited the Turtish exporters and industrialists 
to participate in the two annual fuirs in the PRC. In this way, he added, Turkish 
goods will be introduced to new markets. Noting that many free zones have been 
established in the PRC as a result of the recent policy of opening the PRC to the out- 
side world, Zhang Jingfu said that Turkish businessmen will have the opportunity to 
better market their goods in these zones. The PRC delegation was later briefed on 
Turkish goods. 


Meanwhile, PRC Vice Minister of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, and Fishery Xiang 
Chong yang called on Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, and Village Affairs Husnu Dogan 
this morning. 
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Dogan expressed the belief that the meeting will help further the cooperation between 
the two countries. Xiang Chongyang expressed his satisfaction with Turkey's significant 
developments in the agricultural! field. 


The Turkish-PRC joint economic committee meeting will end today with the signing of a 
protocol. Tomorrow the PRC delegation will go to Istanbul, where it will hold contacts 
with industrialists and businessmen. The delegation will leave Turkey on Sunday. 





Trade Protocol Signed 
TAO71815 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1700 GMT 7 Mar 85 


[Text] A protocol increasing the volume of trade between Turkey and the PRC to $100 
million was signed in Ankara today. The protocol was signed by Prime Ministry Treasury 
and Foreign Trade Under Secretary Ekrem Pakdemirli and PRC Vice Minister of Foreign 
Economic Relations and Trade Wei Yuming. 


Commenting on the protocol during the signing ceremony, Pakdemirli said that every mea- 
sure necessary to increase the bilateral volume of trade to $100 million will be adopted. 
He noted that Turkey could import wheat, rice, soy beans, and oil from PRC in order to 
increase the trade, which is now developing to the PRC's disadvantage, in a more balanc- 
ed manner. Pakdemirli said that the two countries" firms wi’ 1 begin preparations to 
open offices in each other's countries. He added that the protocol envisages the trans- 
fer of know-how and technology as well as the exchange of experts. Pakdemirli announced 
that Turkey and the PRC will cooperate in the field of energy, in the construction of 
hydroelectric pwwer stations, and in engineering and contracting services in third 
countries. 


In his statement, Wei Yuming said that the $100-million volume of trade envisaged by the 
protocol is below the two countries’ potential and efforts will be exerted to further 
increase this amount. Pointing out that, to this end, Turkish and PRC firms and busi- 
nessmen should adopt measures to encourage joint investments, Wei Yuming asked that 
efforts be made to diversify and promote the items to be traded. 


CHIEF OF STAFF RECEIVES MERITORIOUS AWARD IN U.S. 





TAO71440 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1100 GMT 7 Mar 85 


{Text] Chief of the General Staff General Necdet Urug has been awarded a meritorious 
order by the U.S. Department of Defense. Urug, who has been visiting the United States 
since Sunday as the official guest of the chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General John Vessey, toured the Norfolk naval base in Virginia and then proceeded to 
Washington. He was received at the .S. Department of Defense with a military ceremony 
by Gen Vessey. He inspected the honor guard and received a gun salute. Vessey then 
presented Urug with a meritorious order awarded by Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger. 
An accompanying letter noted that Urug was extremely successful in fulfilling his task 
as chief of the general staff. The letter also stated that Urug's efforts toward the 
modernization of the Turkish Armed Forces and the conclusion of training preparations 
greatly contributed to the strengthening of NATO's southern flank. According to our 
correspondent in Washington, Yener Arioglu, the ceremony in front of the U.S. 
Department of Defense ended with the national anthems of the two countries. 


Urug will hold meetings with Weinberger, Assistant Secretary of Defense Richard Perle, 
Vessey, and force commanders today and tomorrow. Following the meetings, Urug will be 
briefed on various subjects. He will conclude his visit and leave Washington tomorrow 


night. 
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